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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, August 21, 2019.  Present were 

Eldon F. Moreira, Chairman; Denise R. Reyes, Vice Chairman; and Anthony Kinahan, Clerk. 

Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present: 

Chris Iannitelli, DPW Director 

Jim Noyes, Project Engineer, GPI 

Paul Chenard, Old Colony Planning Council 

Peter Badavas, Niko’s Restaurant 

John Dupuis, 3 Caetano Circle 

Paula Bunker, 123 North Elm Street 

Paul DeCosta 1 Richardson Drive 

Dan Reyes, 48 Columbus Ave 

 

Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Moreira stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting. 

Chairman Moreira stated first on the agenda was Chris Iannitelli, DPW Director, and the 

Friendship Park presentation. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated Town Meeting approved funding for a new playground at the Friendship 

Park location. Mr. Iannitelli stated the Town has been working with playground designer, Nancy 

White, to incorporate everyone’s ideas for the park. Mr. Iannitelli stated the DPW will be taking 

charge of the entire project. Mr. Iannitelli stated it will be difficult to build during the fall and 

winter weather but expects the playground to be built by next spring.  

Mr. Kinahan asked if he was still considering a community build. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated a community build is a good option to save money and he hopes to get 

enough volunteers. Mr. Iannitelli stated he also asked the Playground Committee to consider 

putting corporate sponsors on the property for fundraising.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the contract award from Mass DOT – Complete 

Streets. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated the Complete Streets Working Group had been meeting over a 6 months’ 

span and submitted a list of projects ranked in priority to Mass DOT. Mr. Iannitelli stated Mass 

DOT has awarded the town $287,000 for the installation of a new traffic signal and sidewalks at 

the intersection of West Center Street and Howard Street. 
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Chairman Moreira stated that intersection has been in need of a traffic signal for a long time and 

thanked Mr. Iannitelli for all his hard work. 

Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Iannitelli and the Complete Streets Working Group should be commended 

for all of their hard work. 

Mr. Moreira stated next on the agenda was Ben Smith, Community Access Television Station 

Manager, speaking about the installation of new cable equipment. 

Mr. Smith stated as part of the new cable contract negotiation they installed a new video return 

line, feeding back to the control room at the studio in the high school. Mr. Smith explained that it 

is a new fiber line which is more modern and more reliable. Mr. Smith stated they plan on 

upgrading to a high definition camera and want to consolidate the work space in the Selectmen’s 

Meeting Room and remotely video meetings from the studio control room. 

Mr. Moreira asked if the total cost was covered by the cable company. 

Mr. Smith stated the Town is putting in about $15,000 from the cable access fees, with an overall 

cost of $23,000. 

Chairman Moreira stated the Hookah Lounge withdrew their request to open at 1 p.m. on August 

23, 2019. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Road Safety Audit – Matfield Street/North 

Main Street Intersection. 

Mr. Gagne stated there was a meeting at the Town Hall back in June where a Road Safety Audit 

performed by Old Colony Planning Council on the Matfield Street/ North Main Street 

intersection was discussed. Mr. Gagne stated there is a high volume of traffic at that intersection 

that needs to be addressed. Mr. Gagne stated North Main Street/ Route 28 is a State road which 

imposes some limitations. Mr. Gagne stated Nikos Bar and Grille and Grand Slam Pizza and Pub 

could be affected by altering the intersection. 

Mr. Chenard from the Old Colony Planning Council stated the next step would be to sit down 

and have a discussion with Mass DOT as to what the Town’s options are, due to Route 28 being 

a state road. Mr. Chenard stated vehicles have to push their way out onto Matfield Street due to 

the high volume of traffic traveling down Route 28. Mr. Chenard stated vehicles cut through the 

local restaurant parking lots to avoid the intersection. Mr. Chenard stated the Town will have to 

coordinate with Mass DOT to discuss their options for the intersection but it does meet all the 

requirements for a traffic signal. 

Ms. Reyes stated the Road Safety Audit was a lot to take in. Ms. Reyes stated she considered 

accidents criteria as to how dangerous the intersection is and that close calls weren’t reported in 

the study. Ms. Reyes stated the most heavily traveled time was during the morning and 

afternoon, with accidents occurring between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Ms. Reyes stated the heavy traffic 

traveling north and south is the issue with no significant pauses for people to exit Matfield Street.  
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Mr. Noyes stated there are two different options. The town can get the project on to the 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIPs) list or to have the Town fund the project. Mr. 

Noyes recommended speaking with Mass DOT to see if they would contribute some funding. 

Mr. Gagne stated he met with Mass DOT earlier in the year where they recommended the Town 

perform a Road Safety Audit. Mr. Gagne stated now that the Road Safety Audit has been 

performed they can take this information to Mass DOT to discuss options. Mr. Gagne stated one 

of the positives of putting the project on the TIP’s list is that the State manages the project. Mr. 

Gagne stated one of the negatives of the project being on the TIPs list is that the Town will lose 

control over the project. Mr. Gagne stated the more control the Town has over the project the 

more the effects on local businesses can be mitigated. Mr. Gagne stated with more local control 

the Town would be able to make changes more beneficial to the Town and business owners. 

Mr. Dupuis asked if turning Matfield Street into a one way had been considered. 

Chairman Moreira stated that had not been discussed.  

Mr. Bavadas stated altering the intersection would negatively affect his restaurant’s parking 

situation. Mr. Bavadas stated he leases the building and his lease will be up in the near future. 

Mr. Bavadas said he would like to remain in West Bridgewater but needs help from the Town 

addressing the horrible parking situation. Mr. Bavadas stated he cannot grow his business 

without adequate parking. Mr. Bavadas inquired about the land between the restaurant and the 

cemetery, asking if the Town would be interested in selling it. 

Ms. Reyes asked how long projects sit on the TIPs list. 

Mr. Chenard stated it can take several years for projects to be addressed on the TIPs list. Mr. 

Chenard advised the Board to have a discussion with Mass DOT to see what their options were. 

Mr. Kinahan asked how long the East Street/East Center Street project was on the TIPs list 

before the Town decided to do the project themselves. 

Mr. Gagne stated the East Street/East Center Street project was on the TIPs list for years before 

the Town decided to do the project for a fraction of the cost, which is another benefit of doing it 

at a local level. Mr. Gagne stated he would have a conversation with Mr. Bavadas about the 

parking situation and the nearby land. Mr. Gagne stated as a government entity the Town cannot 

just sell off land. 

Mr. Kinahan stated leasing would be the best option and it would not have to go to Town 

Meeting. 

Mr. Gagne stated he would have to see what the process would be and have a conversation with 

Mr. Bavadas at a later time. 

Mr. Bavadas asked if the Town would level the land and construct a parking lot or if he would be 

responsible for doing so. 

Mr. Kinahan stated that would be negotiated throughout the process. 
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Mr. Bavadas stated there is an unsecure stop sign at the intersection that often flows into his 

parking lot. Mr. Bavadas requested that the Town secure the stop sign. 

Mr. Gagne stated he will make sure the stop sign is secured. Mr. Gagne requested that the Board 

address agenda items e. Award 911 Memorial Park Contract and f. Award Contract for 

Engineering Services for Fish Passage- War Memorial Park, while Mr. Iannitelli and Mr. Noyes 

were here to answer any questions the Board may have. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approved the contracts, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 

unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated next the Board would address agenda item 4-a. East Street/East Center 

Street Change Order Number 1. 

Mr. Gagne stated the East Street/East Center Street project has been completed. Mr. Gagne 

stated the initial contract was for $466,371.16. Mr. Gagne stated the project went over by 

$10,106.68 for legitimate reasons which is why the change order is before the Board. Mr. Gagne 

stated the total adjusted contract price is $476,477.84. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the change order, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was agenda item 4-i. FYI- Transfer Station Gate 

Moved. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated residents that live near the Transfer Station have reported that people will 

park on their front lawns while waiting to enter the Transfer Station. Mr. Iannitelli stated they 

moved the front gate back to allow for some space for cars to wait to hopefully deter people from 

parking on nearby lawns. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda is the request to use War Memorial Park/River 

Street and Application for One Day Liquor License and Sunday Entertainment License for West 

Bridgewater Lions Club, Park Day, September 8, 2019. 

Mr. Gagne asked the Board to approve the one-day Liquor License and Sunday Entertainment 

license subject to receiving all final paperwork and to waive all associated fees. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the One Day Liquor License and Sunday Entertainment 

License for Park Day, September 8, 2019 with a rain date of September 15, 2019 and to waive all 

associated fees, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the status of Pearl Road. Chairman Moreira 

stated Mr. Gagne had not heard back from Town Counsel regarding the matter and it will be 

tabled until the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting on September 4, 2019. 

Mr. Dupuis requested that Town Counsel address other roads that were accepted as public ways 

within the last ten years. 

Mr. Gagne stated he would ask Town Counsel to do so. 
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Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was awarding the contract for the Howard School 

Roof Repair. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Howard School Roof Repair funds were approved at Town Meeting and he 

was asking the Board to award the contract to the engineering firm who will performing the 

work. Mr. Gagne stated he has given them notice to proceed after performing all reference 

checks. Mr. Gagne asked the Board to approve the contract as presented.  

Ms. Reyes MOVED to award the Howard School Roof Repair project to MDM Engineering, 

Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was awarding the Town Hall Cleaning Contract. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Town has been using Comm Clean for cleaning services for several years. 

Mr. Gagne stated they charge the Town $936 a month for cleaning services which is very 

reasonable. Mr. Gagne stated based on the new minimum wage requirements they had to 

increase their monthly fee by $40. Mr. Gagne asked the Board to award the Cleaning Contract to 

Comm Clean as presented. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to award the cleaning contract to Comm Clean, Ms. Reyes seconded, and 

so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was awarding the Third Party Claims Insurance 

Contract. 

Mr. Gagne stated Cook and Company has exited the field and Guardian Claims Services, LLC 

has provided a quote of $2,500. Mr. Gagne stated awarding the contract to Guardian Claims 

Services would be in the best interest of the Town. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to award the Third Party Claims Insurance Contract to Guardian Claims 

Services, LLC as presented, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on agenda was the resignation of the Finance Committee 

Secretary, Kristin Leahy. 

Mr. Gagne stated Ms. Leahy has formally resigned from her position as the Finance Committee 

Secretary and the Finance Committee has appointed Lorna Hutchings to fill her place. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept Ms. Leahy’s resignation, sending a letter of thanks, and to ratify 

the appointment of Ms. Hutchings to the Finance Committee Secretary position, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of June 19, 

2019. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the minutes of June 19, 2019, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of July 10, 2019 

for review. 
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Ms. Reyes MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of July 10, 2019 for review, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was to vote on Veterans Agent Head Secretary, 

Gloria Hopkins’, vacation carry over request. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve Ms. Hopkin’s vacation carry over request, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the 61A Notice to Convert for 134 Lincoln 

Street. 

Mr. Gagne stated Mr. George Russo used to operate a flower shop at the location and is looking 

to convert the land into residential units. Mr. Gagne stated with a typical 61A the Town has the 

first right of refusal. Mr. Gagne stated the Conservation Commission Agent, Principal Assessor 

and Planning Board all submitted letters recommending that the Town not purchase the land. Mr. 

Gagne stated the notice came in in May and by law the Town would have had to get an appraisal 

within 30 days, an affirmative vote from the Board of Selectmen and have the money in hand to 

purchase the land. Mr. Gagne stated there is no way a Town would be able to meet those 

requirements in 30 days. Mr. Gagne stated he is asking the Board to allow him to provide notice 

that the Town is not interested in purchasing the land. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to authorize Mr. Gagne to inform Mr. Russo that the Town is not 

interested in purchasing the land, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the resignation of Stephanie Churchill from the 

Cable Advisory Board. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the resignation and send a letter of thanks, Ms. Reyes seconded, 

and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was Adam Carreiro’s letter of interest in the Cable 

Advisory Board. 

Mr. Gagne stated he would like to put the public on notice of the vacancy and consider an 

appointment at the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

Chairman Moreira opened the public comment period at 7:51 p.m. 

Mr. Dupuis asked if it is determined that other accepted roads were not properly converted would 

there be an audit done on all of the Town’s money spent on the conversion of private ways, 

which is essentially a violation of Mass General Law. 

Mr. Gagne stated not all money spent on private roads is a violation. The Town accepted a 

General Law which allows the Town to plow private roads. Mr. Gagne stated it would have to be 

further investigated. 

Mr. Dupuis asked that Town Counsel address that issue as well at the next meeting. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the increase in the solid waste contracts. 
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Mr. Gagne stated the Town went out to bid 5 years ago and signed a ten-year agreement with 

New Bedford Waste. Mr. Gagne stated New Bedford Waste is now increasing their prices to $75 

per ton due to uncontrollable circumstances. Mr. Gagne stated Pembroke and Duxbury have the 

same current rate and received the same notice letter about increasing the rate. Mr. Gagne stated 

there are many towns that are in excess of $75 per ton. Mr. Gagne stated the Town does have the 

option of walking away from the contract by October 1, 2019, if they so choose however the 

Town would mostly likely be charged in excess of $75 per ton with another company. Mr. Gagne 

stated he believes accepting the increase is in the best interest of the Town. 

Chairman Moreira stated the Town should look into hauling their own trash. 

Mr. Gagne stated the cost of buying a truck and bringing on a new employee would not benefit 

the Town in the long run. Mr. Gagne stated research has shown that all other Towns are either at 

the $75 per ton rate or higher. Mr. Gagne stated the Board would need to make a motion if they 

would like to get out of the contract, if not the Town is already locked into the contract. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the use of the Town Hall Vehicle. 

Mr. Gagne stated an old police vehicle has been repurposed into a new Town Hall Vehicle which 

will be used by inspectors and department heads for business purposes. Mr. Gagne stated 

Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical High School repainted the entire car charging the 

Town about $800 when other local shops were quoting around $4,200. Mr. Gagne stated the 

Board has already voted on a Town Car Vehicle Use Policy which is provided to each individual 

when they sign out the vehicle. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to send a letter of thanks to Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical 

High School, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was Bridgewater construction on Elm Street. 

Mr. Gagne stated Elm Street of Bridgewater turns into Scotland Street of West Bridgewater. Mr. 

Gagne stated Bridgewater is spending $6,000,000 to rebuild Elm Street from the end of West 

Bridgewater, all the way to Route 104. Mr. Gagne stated the project will take about a year. Mr. 

Gagne stated they have already cleared an area for the construction of a 300,000 square foot 

warehouse building that has already been permitted by the Town of Bridgewater which will 

create more industrial traffic. Mr. Gagne stated he wanted to bring this to the Boards attention 

because there is no doubt there will be some impact on the Town of West Bridgewater. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Department of Public Health’s EEE 

Announcement. 

Mr. Gagne stated West Bridgewater and neighboring Towns have been placed on high alert for 

EEE. Mr. Gagne stated West Bridgewater has under gone aerial spraying to mitigate the influx of 

mosquitos that may carry EEE. Mr. Gagne stated the Town of Norton has had one animal pass 

away from EEE and an adult male tested positive for EEE in Rochester. Mr. Gagne advises the 

residents of West Bridgewater to take the proper precautions to avoid contracting EEE. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the 10th Annual Appreciation Day Cookout. 
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Mr. Gagne stated the 10th Annual Appreciation Day Cookout will take place on Friday 

September 20, 2019 at 12 p.m. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the debris on access road in rear of Shaw’s 

Plaza.  

Mr. Gagne stated the Board of Health has been in contact with the owner of the property who has 

cleaned up the area earlier in the year. Mr. Gagne stated people are still dumping debris on the 

access road. Mr. Gagne stated the owner does have an obligation to clean the road and it is not 

West Bridgewater’s responsibility. Mr. Gagne stated the Building Inspector has informed him 

that there is an illegal dumping task force. Mr. Gagne has sent the Department of Environmental 

Protection an email requesting more information on the task force and asking how we can get 

them involved with this ongoing issue. Mr. Gagne stated the Board of Selectmen do not have any 

jurisdiction over the matter and that the Board of Health is declaring it a public health nuisance. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the sludge at East Center Street. 

Mr. Gagne stated sludge has been dropped on private property on East Center Street. Mr. Gagne 

stated he believes it is in violation of the Town’s Storm Water bylaw. Mr. Gagne stated 

Conservation Agent, Mr. Delano, has been out to the property and has sent out letters to the 

owner of the property. Mr. Gagne stated the owner of the property needs to prove to the Town 

that he is in compliance with all EPA, MA DEP and MDAR regulations regarding dumping 

sludge. Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Delano is still waiting to hear back from the property owner. 

Mr. Gagne stated next on his report were two FYI’s to the Board. Mr. Gagne stated the Boosters 

will be using the Town Hall parking lot for a car wash on September 7, 2019. Mr. Gagne stated 

Rodman’s Ride for kids will be using some West Bridgewater’s roads for the 29th annual bike 

ride on September 21, 2019. 

At 8:20 p.m. Mr. Kinahan MOVED to adjourn, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Hutchings, Confidential Secretary. 

List of documents in the August 21, 2019, Open Session Meeting Packet: 

 Letter from Mass DOT re: Complete Streets Funding 

 North Main Street/Matfield Street Intersection Road Safety Audit 

 Letter from Nara Hookah Lounge re: One Day Permit to Open at 1 p.m., August 23, 2019 

 Request to use War Memorial Park for Park Day, September 8, 2019 

o Application for a One-Day Liquor License and Sunday Entertainment License 

o Map of Alcohol Consumption Location 

 Howard School Roof Repair Agreement 

 Workers’ Compensation Administrative Services Agreement 

 September 11 Memorial Relocation Agreement 
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 Contract for Engineering Services for War Memorial Park Fish Passage Improvement 

Study 

 Email re: Resignation of Finance Committee Secretary 

 Email re: New Finance Committee Secretary Appointment 

 Meeting Minutes of June 19, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2019 

 Gloria Hopkins Vacation Carry Over Request 

o Copy of Contractual Authorization 

 Letter from Attorney Wegman re: Notice of Intent to Convert 134 Lincoln Street (Map 51, 

Lot 5) 

o Affidavit of Service 

o Statement of Intent to Convert 

o Statement of Proposed Use of the Land 

o Lot Layout Map 

o Plan & Profile Map 

o Letter from Attorney Wegman re: Subdivision Plan 

o Plan & Profile Map 

o Lot Layout Map 

o Letter from Board of Assessors re: Notice of Intent to Convert Chapter 61A Land 

Use 

o Letter from Conservation Commission re: Notice of Intent to Convert 134 Lincoln 

Street 

o Letter from Planning Board re: 134 Lincoln Street Chapter 61A Conversion 

 Stephanie Churchill’s Resignation Letter 

 Adam Carreiro’s letter of interest 

 Traffic Signal Installation Project – East Center Street at East Street – Change Order 

No. 1 (Rev. 1) 

 Letter from New Bedford Waste re: Solid Waste Price Increase Notification 

 Picture of the Town Hall Vehicle 

 Positive Mosquito Samples 

o Massachusetts Department of Public Health News Release 

o Aerial Mosquito Control Reduce Risk of Eastern Equine Encephalitis Q & A 

 10th Annual Appreciation Day Cookout Flyer 

 Picture of Access Road in Rear of Shaw’s Plaza 

 Email from Building Inspector re: Access Road to Former Shaw’s Plaza 

 Letter from the Conservation Agent re: Land Disturbance Activity Rear of 426 East 

Center Street 

o Letter from Conservation Agent re: Requested Information Relative to Land 

Disturbance Activity Rear of 426 East Center Street 

 Picture of Transfer Station Gate 

 West Bridgewater Athletic Booster’s Request to Use the Town Hall Parking Lot  

 Rodman Ride for Kids Request to Use Town Roads 
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o Rodman Ride for Kids Directions and Landmarks 

o Letter re: Rodman Ride for Kids  

o Event Notification Form 

o Rodman Ride for Kids Directions and Landmarks 

 Letter from Nara Hookah Lounge withdrawing their Request to Open at 1 p.m. on August 

23, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 


